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SUB J : POLDEL EFFORTS RE AMERICANS IN BAN ME THUOT 
REF: SAIGON 2851 

1. ON MARCH 26 MR. PAWEL LEWANDOWSKI, SENIOR POLITICAL OFFICER 
POLDEL, UNDER INSTRUCTIONS, BRIEFED EMBOFF ON LATEST INFORMAL 
EFFORTS OF AMBASSADOR FIJALKOWSKI TO ASCERTAIN WHEREABOUTS AND 
SECURITY OF AMERICANS TRAPPED IN BAN ME THUOT. 

2. ON EVENING MARCH 24, PRG GENERAL TUAN TOLD FIJALKOWSKI 
THAT HE HAD NO INFORMATION ON THE AMERICANS, HOWEVER, IF THEY 
WERE IN BAN ME THUOT, THEY WOULD BE TREATED PROPERLY. ALL OF 
THEM EXCEPT "MILITARY ADVISERS’", WHO WOULD BE GIVEN SPECIAL 
TREATMENT, WOULD BE ALLOWED TO LEAVE FOR SAIGON IF THEY SO 
DESIRED. TWICE DURING THIS CONVERSATION GEN TUAN MADE THE 
POINT THAT THIS WAS NOT A PROBLEM BETWEEN THE PLES AND THE 
"PRG" BUT ONE BETWEEN "PRG" AND THE AMERICANS. HE IMPLIED 
THAT THIS MATTER COULD BE HANDLED MORE EXPEDITIOUSLY IF THE 
AMERICAN EMBASSY WERE TO DEAL DIRECTLY WITH THEM. 

3. LEWANDOWSKI SAID THAT THIS WAS AMB FUALKOWSKI'S 
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OCCURRED ON MARCH 14. FIJALKOWSKI HAS INSTRUCTED HIS LIAISON 
OFFICERS WHO MEET WIT THE "PRG" DAILY TO BRING UP THIS SUBJECT 
AT EACH MEETING. HE ALSO STATED THAT HE WOULD BE WILLING TO 
AUTHORIZE USE OF ICCS AIR TRANSPORTATION TO BRING THE 
AMERICANS TO SAIGON; HOWEVER, USE OF ICCS TRANSPORTATION 
DEPENDS ON THE UNANIMOUS APPROVAL OF ALL DELEGATIONS. 

4. POLDEL ASKED THAT THEIR UNILATERAL INFORMAL EFFORTS BE KEPT 
CONFIDENTIAL. LEWANDOWSKI NOTED THAT THE POLDEL HAD BEEN 
INFORMALLY ACTIVE IN EFFECTING THE RELEASE OF THE TWO NEW ZEALAND 
NUNS TRAPPED IN PHUOC LONG. HE NOTED THAT THEIR OFFICIAL POSITION 
ON ANSWER TO THE EMBASSY NOTE WOULD BY NECESSITY NOT BE 
NEARLY SO FORTHCOMING. HE CONCLUDED BY SAYING HE WOULD KEEP 
THE US INFORMED IMMEDIATELY OF ANY NEW DEVELOPMENTS. 

LEHMANN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Concepts: CITIZEN PROTECTION 
Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 26 MAR 1975 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: buchantr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975SAIGON03554 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 06-0808 
From: SAIGON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 975031 3/aaaaalqq. tel 

Line Count: 76 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 75 SAIGON 2851 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: buchantr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <22 MAY 2003 by ifshinsr>; APPROVED <07 OCT 2003 by buchantr> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: POLDEL EFFORTS RE AMERICANS IN BAN ME THUOT 
TAGS: CASC, PINS, MARR, PL, VS, ICRC, ICCS 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



